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Petra Derkzen, Wageningen University & Klaus Lindeg aard, 
Southern Denmark University: Learning out of the Box .

University - community interaction for participatory  design and 
development. Place -based methods and lessons from local development. Place -based methods and lessons from local 
innovation projects in rural areas in Denmark and t he 
Netherlands.

Creative Economy and Beyond. International Conferen ce on the Creative Economy, Helsinki 
Design Week. Track 3. Designing our Future: educati on, research and innovation policy. 
Kaapelitehdas Cultural Centre, Helsinki, Finland, S eptember 9-10, 2009. 
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… offers designs for

• local development

• participatory innovation

• university action in research and education
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• university action in research and education

• creative experience economy

… in rural and peripheral areas of Denmark and The 
Netherlands. 



��������������	�
������
	
����

�
�
����������
�
����
��� �
���	��

A cross-fertilization of action research 
experiences on innovation with local 
communities in Denmark and The Netherlands.

A positive experience of what people can do.A positive experience of what people can do.

A negative experience of what universities can 
not really do … yet?
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� 4 municipalities

� Soil: sandy ridges and lower peat 
moors

� Historically poor area and small farms

Opposition to land re -parcelling in the 

Klaus Lindegaard: kl@sam.sdu.dk 5

� Opposition to land re -parcelling in the 
seventies

� Preserved small scale & high 
maintenance landscape

� Many small enterprises

� Active cultural life. Unknown area in 
the rest of NL
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� Three green colleges
� 50 students over 5 years
� Local coaching group:  

� 2 farmers trusts
� Forestry Commission
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� Forestry Commission
� Province Groningen
� Municipalities
� Recreational entrepreneurs
� Village associations
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� Autumn: 
� Articulation specific questions
� Search for students

� From January onwards
� Getting to know area/people
� Students write proposal

�
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� Students write proposal

� Spring:
� Fieldwork and analysis results
� Presentation of (preliminary) conclusions at Region 

Day June
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� Initial cooperation between Farmers trusts and 
Forestry Commission broadens to a wide 
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Forestry Commission broadens to a wide 
variety of people/org

� Development themes broaden to include 
tourism and recreation and branding of the 
region

� Growing social and cultural capital for rural 
development

� Many project ideas. Ready for LEADER funding 
(2007)
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Reward system for field research – not desk 
research

Acknowledgement of grounded theory – not Acknowledgement of grounded theory – not 
applied research

Training in action research – not …what ever

Combine innovation policy with sector policies in 
practical ways
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• Business life
• Cultural life
• Civil society and associations
• Municipalities
• Governments• Governments
• Universities

… and you …
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